
 

 

Do you have a passion for research and the ambi�on to obtain your PhD on the hot topics of data & AI? Do you have the right academic 
background and are you ready to start this 4-year journey in our open, interna�onal and collegial environment? Let’s talk! 

JOB DESCRIPTION 

Vlerick is a school, but we run it as a company, aligned with the high standards we foster in our different programmes. We are looking for an 
enthusias�c and driven 

PhD Researcher with a passion for data & AI 
 

Your Mission 

� Complete a 4-year PhD journey on exploring and exploi�ng data network effects for compe�ng on data and AI. 
� Conduct academic and applied research. This includes modelling, desk research, data collec�on, and analysis. 
� Disseminate knowledge by wri�ng papers, reports, and ar�cles, communica�ng on social media, organizing workshops for 

prac��oners, and presen�ng research findings to both business and academic audiences. 
� Conduct research in collabora�on with faculty and other researchers. 
� Provide support for the ac�vi�es of the research area of Technology & Opera�ons Management, and of the School. 

This is a 4-year PhD journey with a start date ideally on 01/09/2023. 
  

The Research 

Your PhD inves�gates the role of data network effects in the context of compe��on and leveraging them for data-driven and AI-based 
strategies in a pharmaceu�cal company. 

Data network effects refer to the phenomenon where the value and u�lity of data increase as more par�cipants or en��es contribute to and 
use the data network. In this case the value of data grows exponen�ally with the size, diversity, and connec�vity of the data ecosystem. 

Your research lies at the intersec�on of data science, systems research, and business and organiza�on strategy. You will develop and test 
interven�ons, frameworks, and methodologies that enable organiza�ons to effec�vely leverage data network effects for compe��ve 
advantage. 

Your research involves a combina�on of theore�cal studies, empirical studies, systems analysis, and modelling to explore the concepts of data 
network effects, compe��on dynamics, and their implica�ons for organiza�ons opera�ng in data-rich environments. The research includes 
inves�ga�ng real-world examples and conduc�ng interviews or surveys with industry professionals to gain insights and prac�cal 
perspec�ves on the topic. 

Vlerick Business School is the hos�ng ins�tute for this PhD journey with S�jn Viaene as your promotor. KU Leuven will be your PhD gran�ng 
ins�tute. 

REQUIREMENTS 

You 

� Obtained a master’s degree (ideally in data science, ar�ficial intelligence, economics, math, etc.). 
� Have excellent qualifica�ons at bachelor and master level. You obtained at least, on average, dis�nc�on (cum laude) during your 

studies. 
� Are passionate about the topic, have a research mindset and great analy�cal skills. 
� Want to conduct rigorous academic research relevant to business. 
� Are fluent in English and have excellent wri�ng skills. 
� Have a proac�ve a�tude and don’t shy away from presen�ng your findings to an academic and business audience. 
� Will be based on our campus in Brussels, Leuven, or Ghent in combina�on with your home office. 

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT 

#ProudtobeVlerick 

Do you have a passion for research and the ambition to obtain your PhD on the hot topics of data & AI? Do you have the right acade-
mic background and are you ready to start this 4-year journey in our open, international and collegial environment? Let’s talk!

JOB DESCRIPTION

Vlerick is a school, but we run it as a company, aligned with the high standards we foster in our different programmes. We are looking 
for an enthusiastic and driven

PhD Researcher with a passion for data & AI
Your Mission
	 •	 Complete a 4-year PhD journey on exploring and exploiting data network effects for competing on data and AI.
	 •	 Conduct academic and applied research. This includes modelling, desk research, data collection, and analysis.
	 •	� Disseminate knowledge by writing papers, reports, and articles, communicating on social media, organizing work-

shops for practitioners, and presenting research findings to both business and academic audiences.
	 •	 Conduct research in collaboration with faculty and other researchers.
	 •	 Provide support for the activities of the research area of Technology & Operations Management, and of the School.

This is a 4-year PhD journey with a start date ideally on 01/09/2023.

The Research

Your PhD investigates the role of data network effects in the context of competition and leveraging them for data-driven and AI-based 
strategies in a pharmaceutical company.

Data network effects refer to the phenomenon where the value and utility of data increase as more participants or entities contribute 
to and use the data network. In this case the value of data grows exponentially with the size, diversity, and connectivity of the data 
ecosystem.
Your research lies at the intersection of data science, systems research, and business and organization strategy. You will develop and 
test interventions, frameworks, and methodologies that enable organizations to effectively leverage data network effects for competi-
tive advantage.

Your research involves a combination of theoretical studies, empirical studies, systems analysis, and modelling to explore the concepts 
of data network effects, competition dynamics, and their implications for organizations operating in data-rich environments. The rese-
arch includes investigating real-world examples and conducting interviews or surveys with industry professionals to gain insights and 
practical perspectives on the topic.

Vlerick Business School is the hosting institute for this PhD journey with Stijn Viaene as your promotor. KU Leuven will be your PhD 
granting institute.

REQUIREMENTS

You
	 •	 Obtained a master’s degree (ideally in data science, artificial intelligence, economics, math, etc.).
	 •	� Have excellent qualifications at bachelor and master level. You obtained at least, on average, distinction (cum laude) 

during your studies.
	 •	 Are passionate about the topic, have a research mindset and great analytical skills.
	 •	 Want to conduct rigorous academic research relevant to business.
	 •	 Are fluent in English and have excellent writing skills.
	 •	 Have a proactive attitude and don’t shy away from presenting your findings to an academic and business audience.
	 •	 Will be based on our campus in Brussels, Leuven, or Ghent in combination with your home office.

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT

#ProudtobeVlerick
	 •	 Autonomy and responsibility in a dynamic, open, and international culture.
	 •	 Opportunities for professional and personal growth.
	 •	 A team of enthusiastic, driven colleagues, passionate about learning.
	 •	 Opportunities to build your network, both in academics and in business.
	 •	 The chance to have a real impact and inspire people to live, learn and leap!

At Vlerick, openness to the world is part of our DNA. We are continuously working towards being a truly diverse, equitable and inclu-
sive place to work and learn at. So, no matter who you are, where you come from, or what your dreams are, we are looking forward to 
receiving your application.
More information on the salary (scale 43) and extra-legal benefits can be transparently accessed via the link.

EMPLOYER

Vlerick Business School is a triple-accredited, top-ranked international business school at the heart of Europe – with a solid scientific 
foundation that provides the backbone for knowledge with lasting impact. We strive to make coming to Vlerick feel like a transforma-
tive experience that ignites the entrepreneurial leadership fire. In doing so, we help form positive change-makers ready to challenge 
the status quo and make things happen.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Take the leap!

In case you are interested in this PhD journey and meet the mentioned criteria, please apply with your resume, motivation letter and 
transcripts from both your bachelor and master degree via the application button. We look forward to hearing from you!

Happy to give you more information on the job content: stijn.viaene@vlerick.com. For more information on the selection process, 
please reach out to lien.vandevelde@vlerick.com.


